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Figure 1. Distribution of off-reserve timber benefits over the actors involved 

 

Actor 
Actor’s role in managing off-

reserve timber resources 

Actor’s benefit 
from the timber 

resource/revenue 

Forest Services 
Division 
(Forestry 

Commission) 

Allocate timber felling rights to 
timber utilization contract (TUC) 

holders; occasionally mediating in 
crop damage/SRA disputes; no 

silvicultural management 
responsibilities 

Receives 50% of 
royalties 

Tend and nurture saplings of 
economically valuable timber 

species when farming 

Fairly negotiated 
compensation (no 

fixed amount 
given) 

Fell trees and pay stumpage for 
the harvested trees 

Access to timber 
trees 

Mediate in Social Responsibility 
Agreement (SRA) negotiation (in 

some districts) 

Receives 23.75% 
of royalties 

Disburse timber royalties among 
beneficiaries 

Receives 5% of 
royalties 

Office of 
Administrator of 

Stool Land (OASL) 

Providing access to farming land 
Receives 20.25% 

of royalties 

Traditional Council 
and stool land 

owners 

Chainsaw operator 

No formal role; accesses timber 
resources illegally, sometimes 

pays a moderate compensation to 
the farmers 

Free rider access 
to timber unless 

arrested 

Farmers (both 
tenant farmers and 

land owners) 

Timber Utilization 
Contract (TUC) 

holders 

District Assembly 


